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missions among the natives and nsed every
effort to convert them to Christianity. During
the seventeenth century the islands suffered
somewhat from the war between the Dutch
and the Spanish, and in 1662 they were
raided by Chinese pirates. Following this,
for a period of a century the islands were
left without disturbance. Because the main
object of the occupation was to Christianize
the inhabitants, and also because of opposi-
tion of Spanish merchants, no attempt was
made to exploit the islands or in any way to
develop their commerce. In the Seven Years'
War the islands were captured by the British,
but they were retroceded to Spain by the
Treaty of Paris, in 1763. They then re-
mained under Spain's control until the out-
break of the Spanish-American War in 1898,
when the Spanish fleet was destroyed by the
American squadron under Commodore
Dewey on May 1. On August 13 Manila was
captured and the islands came under Ameri-
can occupation. By the Treaty of Paris,
which closed this war, the Philippines were
ceded to the United States, and Spain re-
ceived $20,000,000 from the United States.

The cession was followed by an insurrec-
tion of Filipinos, some of whom had ex-
pected that their independence would soon
be granted by America. Emilio Agninaldo
was the leader of this movement, which had
been growing for years, largely inspired by
the patriotic writings of Dr. Jose Eizal, exe-
cuted as a "traitor" by the Spanish authori-
ties in 1896, and a state of war existed until
1901, when Aguinaldo was captured, and the
fighting ceased.

In 1900, a Philippine Commission with
William H. Taft at its head was appointed,
and in July, 1901, this commission estab-
lished civil government throughout the is-
lands, and Mr. Taft became civil governor.
In 1902 Governor Taft arranged for the
purchase of the land owned by the Catholic
friars who had been compelled to flee from
the islands, and in 1903 a general census was
taken. The first Philippine Assembly was
opened on July 30,1907. Under W. Cameron
Forbes, Governor from 1909 to 1913, great
progress was made, especially in matters of
health and education. Small-pox and other
epidemic diseases were practically elimi-
nated. The man directly responsible for these
results was Dr. Victor G. Heiser, Director
of Public Health.

In 1916, Congress passed the Jones bill,

which encouraged the Filipinos to look for
early independence. This bill provided for
an extension of powers to native Filipinos,
giving them a large measure of control in
the government. Francis Burton Harrison
became governor-general, and proved to be
sympathetic with the demand for inde-
pendence. Under his administration the
Philippine Government organized a bank and
went into other industrial enterprises, which
were so badly managed that the Government
suffered huge losses. Health regulations
were not maintained, and small-pox and
other epidemics broke out in full force.

Under the leadership of two prominent
Filipinos, Manuel Quezon, President of the
Senate, and Sergio Osmena, Speaker of the
House, many laws were passed, calculated to
weaken American control. In 1920 they led
a native mission to Washington bearing docu-
ments and arguments in proof of their ability
to establish a stable independent government.
Congress took no action, and President
Harding sent Leonard Wood to the islands
to report on the situation. General Wood's
report was adverse to the independence
movement, and in October, 1921, he was ap-
pointed Governor-General of the islands.

Under the administration of General Wood
the finances were restored to a sound basis,
independence propaganda was partially ar-
rested, the public health service was reestab-
lished. An independence plebiscite bill was
vetoed by the Governor-General, passed
again by the legislature, and finally vetoed
by President Coolidge.

General Wood died in 1927, and was suc-
ceeded by Henry L. Stimson (1928), Dwight
F. Davis (1929), Theodore Roosevelt (1932),
Frank Murphy (1933). In January, 1933,
the American Congress passed an act grant-
ing independence to the Philippines under
certain conditions: that the act be accepted
by resolution of the Philippine legislature or
convention; that a Constitution be drawn
within two years satisfactory to the United
States; and that a probation period of ten
years shall elapse before the United States
shall withdraw from the islands and yield
control to a new government inaugurated by
the Filipinos.
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